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To:

Commissioner Dan Jgrgensen
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Commissioner Wopke Hoekstra

Cc:

Director-General Ditte Juul Jgrgensen
Director-General Magda Kopczynska
Director-General Kurt Vandenberghe

European ports and maritime companies call on the European Commission to fully
integrate the maritime industry and ports in the upcoming Electrification Action
Plan

Dear Commissioners,

We, the undersigned, fully support the urgent calls for maritime electrification as
part of Europe's broader energy transition.

As EOPSA, the European Onshore Power Supply Association, we welcome the
forthcoming Electrification Action Plan as a unique opportunity to accelerate
Europe's transition towards a resilient, competitive and electrified economy. For the
maritime sector, this goes beyond the decarbonisation of shipping. It is an
opportunity to establish a European ecosystem around port electrification, Onshore
Power Supply, battery integration, energy storage, smart energy management and
port microgrids.

The Electrification Action Plan represents a unique opportunity to deliver on the
ambitions set out in the European Ports Strategy. The Commission has rightly
recognised ports as strategic energy and industrial hubs at the heart of Europe's
energy transition. Through its commitment to accelerate Onshore Power Supply
deployment, strengthen grid capacity, promote smart-grid solutions, digitalisation,
demand management and the integration of offshore renewable energy, the Port
Strategy already provides the foundations for a new generation of electrified ports.
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Building on this foundation, the Electrification Action Plan should recognise ports
not merely as consumers of electricity, but as active contributors to Europe's future
energy and grids system.

By integrating Onshore Power Supply, battery charging, energy storage, smart
energy management systems, flexibility services and port microgrids, ports can
evolve into resilient energy hubs that strengthen energy security, support industrial
competitiveness and accelerate the electrification of both maritime transport and
surrounding industrial ecosystems [see graphic 1, page 3 below].

As Europe accelerates electrification across transport, industry and buildings,
electricity network operators face unprecedented investment requirements. In this
context, ports should not be viewed solely as additional sources of demand.

Through the deployment of local generation, battery storage, smart energy
management systems, flexibility services and port microgrids, ports can evolve into
decentralised energy hubs that help optimise electricity demand, reduce peak loads,
improve system resilience and alleviate pressure on wider network investments. By
enabling ports to become active energy system participants, the Electrification
Action Plan can help deliver a more efficient, resilient and cost-effective energy
transition for Europe.

We therefore call on the Commission to ensure that the Electrification Action Plan:

+ Recognises maritime electrification as a strategic priority within Europe's
broader electrification agenda and recognises ports as Strategic
Electrification Zones and energy hubs, integrating transport, industry and
energy infrastructure. Ports should be granted priority status for grid access,
anticipatory grid investments, accelerated grid connections and energy
system planning. At the same time, the deployment of port microgrids,
storage and flexibility services should be encouraged as a means of reducing
pressure on network reinforcement requirements and supporting a more
resilient and decentralised electricity system.

+ Accelerates the electrification of ports through streamlined permitting
procedures, better forecasting of future electricity demand, smart-grid
solutions, demand management, storage and flexibility technologies. This
should enable ports of all sizes to become active contributors to grid
resilience and energy security, rather than passive infrastructure awaiting
connection.
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+ Creates incentives to accelerate the electrification of European vessels,
including dedicated electrification targets, green public procurement criteria
and support for maritime battery deployment.

To ensure that electrification progresses at a pace comparable with other
decarbonisation pathways, the Commission should adopt existing market-
based support mechanisms such as Contracts for Difference, Carbon
Contracts for Difference, feed-in tariffs or equivalent technology-neutral
instruments that reduce investment risk, improve bankability and strengthen
the business case for vessel electrification and associated charging
infrastructure.

+ Supports the emergence of a broader European maritime electrification
ecosystem encompassing vessel manufacturers, battery suppliers, charging
infrastructure providers, OPS developers, software companies, energy
management system providers, ports, terminal operators, utilities and grid
operators. By providing long-term investment certainty, Europe can
accelerate deployment, create high-quality jobs, stimulate innovation and
strengthen its industrial competitiveness.

+ Catalyses investment and deployment of port and vessel electrification
infrastructure across Europe, reinforcing the role of maritime electrification
in industrial competitiveness, energy resilience and economic growth.

+ Establishes a level playing field between electricity and conventional
marine fuels by reviewing fiscal and regulatory frameworks that currently
undermine the business case for electrified maritime operations.

+ Recognises energy infrastructure as core port infrastructure and
encourages ports to integrate electrification into their long-term spatial and
investment planning.



EOFSA

~ EUROPEAN ONSHORE POWER SUPPLY ASSOCIATION -

+ As ports increasingly evolve into energy and industrial hubs, land should
be earmarked and safeguarded for electricity infrastructure, including
substations, battery storage systems, ample cabling, charging infrastructure,
smart energy management systems, renewable energy integration and
future flexibility assets, in the same way that land is reserved for terminals,
logistics activities and other strategic port investments. Long-term energy
planning should become a core component of port development strategies.

Port and Maritime electrification is therefore much more than a compliance
obligation. It is the catalyst for a new European ecosystem of energy infrastructure,
software, batteries, flexibility services, industrial activity and skilled jobs. It is an
opportunity to strengthen Europe's energy security, reduce dependence on imported
fossil fuels, accelerate industrial competitiveness and position European ports as
critical nodes in a clean, resilient and increasingly decentralised European energy
system.

Europe cannot afford to miss this opportunity. By fully integrating maritime
electrification and port energy systems into the Electrification Action Plan, the
Commission can send a clear signal that Europe is ready to lead the next phase of
the energy transition: one that connects ports, vessels, grids, industries and
communities into a future-proof electrification ecosystem.

Yours sincerely,
On behalf of EOPSA

Roland Teixeira de Mattos

President
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